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I. INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND OF THE EVALUATION PROCESS

The evaluation of study fields is based on the Methodology of External Evaluation of Study
Fields approved by the Director of the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education
(hereafter - SKVC) 31 December 2019 Order No. V-149.

The evaluation is intended to help higher education institutions to constantly improve their
study process and to inform the public about the quality of studies.

The evaluation process consists of the main following stages: 1) self-evaluation and self-
evaluation report prepared by Higher Education Institution (hereafter - HEI); 2) site visit of the
expert panel to the higher education institution; 3) production of the external evaluation report
(EER) by the expert panel and its publication; 4) follow-up activities.

On the basis of this external evaluation report of the study field SKVC takes a decision to
accredit study field either for 7 years or for 3 years. If the field evaluation is negative then the
study field is not accredited.

The study field and cycle are accredited for 7 years if all evaluation areas are evaluated as
exceptional (5 points), very good (4 points) or good (3 points).

The study field and cycle are accredited for 3 years if one of the evaluation areas was
evaluated as satisfactory (2 points).

The study field and cycle are not accredited if at least one of evaluation areas was evaluated
as unsatisfactory (1 point).

1.2. EXPERT PANEL

The expert panel was assigned according to the Experts Selection Procedure (hereinafter
referred to as the Procedure) as approved by the Director of Centre for Quality Assessment in
Higher Education on 31 December 2019 Order No. V-149. The site visit to the HEI was
conducted by the panel on 12 May, 2021. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Review Visit
was organised online using a video-conferencing tool (Zoom).

Prof. Dr. Martin Harlow (panel chairperson), Emeritus Professor formerly Vice Principal
(Academic), Royal Northern College of Music, United Kingdom;

Ms. Gretchen Amussen, Independent consultant, France;

Prof. Dr. Habil. Mihaly Duffek, Pianist, Head of Piano Department, University of Debrecen,
Hungary;

Mr. Simonas Cepenas, CEO, Live music agency Rootslive, Lithuania

Ms. Larisa-Mirela Matei, PhD student in Musical Education, National University of Music, Romania



https://www.skvc.lt/uploads/lawacts/docs/352_67a9ef6994827300f90385d1fdd321f1.pdf
https://www.skvc.lt/uploads/lawacts/docs/349_3c24730602f3906bb3af174e1e94badb.pdf

1.3. GENERAL INFORMATION

The documentation submitted by the HEI follows the outline recommended by SKVC. Along
with the self-evaluation report and annexes, the following additional documents have been
provided by the HEI before, during and/or after the site visit:

No. Name of the document

1. No additional information

1.4. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY FIELD/STUDY FIELD POSITION/STATUS AND
SIGNIFICANCE IN THE HEI

Kaunas University of Technology (hereafter - KTU, University) was established in 1920 and is
one of the largest technical universities in the Baltic countries. It consists of 9 faculties, the
library, 8 research institutes as well as the departments of administration and support. The
University has 1915 employees. The University is currently educating 8442 students of whom
5965 are bachelor’s students and 2035 are master’s students. 655 foreign students are
currently enrolled in the University. The vision of Kaunas University of Technology is to be a
leading European University with knowledge and technology development and transfer-based
activities.

KTU has two study programmes in the field of music: one at first cycle level, Music
Technologies (state code - 6121PX030) (hereafter - the first cycle study programme), and one
at second cycle level, Composition and Performance of Electronic Music (state code
621W30003) (hereafter - the second cycle study programme). These studies are organized
within the Faculty of Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities.

The last evaluation of the programmes in the study field of Music at first cycle level was in
2014. The current evaluation is the first to include the second cycle programme Composition
and Performance of Electronic Music. After the earlier evaluation, improvements to the first
cycle programme were carried out and all recommendations of this previous evaluation were
considered carefully.

The self-evaluation report (hereafter - SER) for the present evaluation was carried out by a
team as follows: the Head of the Study Programme, two professors, a lecturer, the Vice Dean
for Studies, one student, one social partner and an administrator.




II. GENERAL ASSESSMENT

Music study field and first cycle at Kaunas University of Technology is given a positive
evaluation.

Study field and cycle assessment in points by evaluation areas

Evaluation of

No. Evaluation Area an Area in
points*
1. | Intended and achieved learning outcomes and curriculum 3
2. | Links between science (art) and studies 3
Student admission and support 3
4 Teaching and learning, student performance and graduate 3
employment

5. | Teaching staff 3
6. | Learning facilities and resources 3
7. | Study quality management and public information 3
Total: 21

*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortcomings that must be eliminated;

2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimum requirements, needs improvement;

3 (good) - the field is being developed systematically, has distinctive features;

4 (very good) - the field is evaluated very well in the national and international context, without any deficiencies;
5 (excellent) - the field is exceptionally good in the national and international context/environment.



Music study field and second cycle at Kaunas University of Technology is given a positive
evaluation.

Study field and cycle assessment in points by evaluation areas

Evaluation of
No. Evaluation Area an Area in
points*

1. | Intended and achieved learning outcomes and curriculum 3
2. | Links between science (art) and studies 3
Student admission and support 3

4 Teaching and learning, student performance and graduate 3

" | employment

5. | Teaching staff 3
6. | Learning facilities and resources 3
7. | Study quality management and public information 3
Total: 21

*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortcomings that must be eliminated;

2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimum requirements, needs improvement;

3 (good) - the field is being developed systematically, has distinctive features;

4 (very good) - the field is evaluated very well in the national and international context, without any deficiencies;
5 (excellent) - the field is exceptionally good in the national and international context/environment.



II1. STUDY FIELD ANALYSIS

3.1. INTENDED AND ACHIEVED LEARNING OUTCOMES AND CURRICULUM

Study aims, outcomes and content shall be assessed in accordance with the following
indicators:

3.1.1. Evaluation of the conformity of the aims and outcomes of the field and cycle study
programmes to the needs of the society and/or the labour market (not applicable to HEIs
operating in exile conditions)

(1) Factual situation

The aims and outcomes of the first cycle and second cycle study programmes of the music
study field at KTU (see 3.1.2 below for detail) address technological and musical knowledge
and skills demanded by an expanding creative arts industry in Lithuania as well as in the EU,
where professional specialists in the areas of music and music technology are in high demand.
The relative ‘newness’ of music technology studies in Lithuanian higher education ensures
that skilled graduates have an excellent opportunity to pursue careers in the music profession
(SER, p.9).

Graduates of the first cycle study programme in Music Technologies ‘can work as a music
director, sound engineer, in the areas of technical maintenance of events, administration of art
projects, editing of audio-visual material.” (SER, Annex 1). Graduates of the second cycle study
programme in Composition and Performance of Electronic Music ‘can work as an electronic
music composer and performer in state and private concert organisations, companies in the
fields of mass media and new media. The graduate can work as an expert and supervisor or
establish a private company in the area of music industry’ (SER, Annex 1).

The first cycle and the second cycle study programmes are constructed with reference to
Lithuanian Qualifications Framework, the Descriptor of the Study Field of Music and the
Description of Study Cycles. Learning outcomes of both first and second cycle programmes are
organised in 7 areas: 1. Creation of music, creative projects, performance and interpretation;
2. Understanding and management of musical material, instruments and processes; 3.
Knowledge of music theory, historical and cultural contexts; 4. Creativity; 5. Communication,
cooperation and interdisciplinary activities; 6. Initiative and entrepreneurship; 7.
Understanding of the role of a music specialist in the life of a man, society, and culture) (SER,
pp.9-10). These learning outcomes map onto requirements of first and second cycle study
programmes in the study field of music, which are distinguishable by level (see below, 3.1.5).

The first cycle and second cycle study programmes offer pertinent training for technological
sectors of the music industry. 70% of graduates of the programmes work in a field that is
related to their higher education studies (SER, p.30). Even during studies, most students,
especially postgraduates, combine studies with work. Graduates work in Lithuania’s theatres,
radio stations, TV stations, sound rental companies and recording studios. Some open their
own studios, offering work as freelance music producers (SER, p.30).

SER, Annex 2 maps study subjects learning outcomes with programme learning outcomes in a
matrix. SER, Annex 3 describes modes of delivery and assessment and their relationship to
programme learning outcomes. The Study Programme Committee is responsible for ongoing
developments to programme content, delivery and assessment, and ensuring that the
programme prepares a path to employment. There is a clear route mechanism for programme
amendments, with final approval by the University Senate.



(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The content and level of aims and learning outcomes of the first and second cycle music study
programmes are relevant for the labour market of music technology in Lithuanian as well as
in international contexts. The expected learning from the first cycle Music Technologies
programme is relevant for direct transfer to a position as a music technologist, or for further
second-cycle study. The expected learning from the second-cycle Composition and
Performance of Electronic Music programme is relevant for direct transfer to a position as
electronic and electroacoustic musician, whether working in an employed position or as a
freelance musician.

3.1.2. Evaluation of the conformity of the field and cycle study programme aims and outcomes
with the mission, objectives of activities and strategy of the HEI

(1) Factual situation

The aims of the first cycle study programme in Music Technologies are ‘to educate creative
personalities, who has skills in the field of new musical technologies, as well as competence in
the spheres of multimedia and computers, provide knowledge about the equipment used in
musical industry, enable to tune, repair, improve it and adjust in creative work.” (SER, Annex
1)

The aims of the second cycle study programme in Composition and Performance of Electronic
Music are ‘to educate creative personalities, who are able to implement their musical ideas by
creating and performing meaningful compositions of electronic and electroacoustic music.’
(SER, Annex 1)

KTU’s Mission is ‘to provide the research-based studies at international level; to develop and
to transfer knowledge and innovative technologies for sustainable development of the State
and development of innovations; to create an open creative environment which inspires
talents and leaders (Table 3, SER p.12).

KTU’s strategy is ‘based on KTU traditions and strengths - links with industry, wide range of
studies and scientific research related to technologies, aligned with the needs of the State and
international development trends. The objective of the University’s strategy is to become a
leading university, competitive in the international space. The Strategy is focused towards the
strengthening of KTU'’s responsibility to the society and the country, towards consolidating its
activities for the improvement of the people’s life quality and acceleration of the statehood
development. The main activities in this area are related to the transfer of knowledge and
technologies created at the University so as they contributed to the country’s vitality and its
sustainable knowledge-based economic, social and cultural development.

The alignment of the KTU and Faculty missions is described in tabulated form in the SER
(SER, p.12). The programme aims (first and second cycles) clearly align with the institutional
emphasis on links with industry, science and technology and the societal role played by
University; the music study field programme aims (first and second cycles) align with Faculty
level aims, which are not only to impart knowledge and skills, but to cultivate responsible,
creative and open graduates. Both programmes (first and second cycle) aim to educate
creative personalities with, respectively, specialisms in new musical technologies and the
composition of electronic and electroacoustic music, two areas of scientific investigation
wholly consonant with the technological emphasis of the University.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The aims and learning outcomes comply with the mission, vision and strategy of KTU.



3.1.3. Evaluation of the compliance of the field and cycle study programme with legal
requirements

(1) Factual situation

The first cycle study programme in Music Technologies is a 3-year programme of 180 ECTS.
This credit consists of general university courses, 18 ECTS; study field (music) courses, 135
ECTS; and free electives, optional courses and internship, 27 ECTS. There is a logical
progression from general courses, and those offering a grounding in music technology (in the
first semesters) to those with increased focus on music-specific specialisation (e.g. Cinema
Music and Sound Effects; Music Recording; Sound System Design). Annex 3 describes how
course study learning outcomes correlate to those of the overall programme.

The first cycle study programme in Music Technologies was recently reduced in duration from
four to three years. The Study Field Programme Plans (SER, Annex 1, p.1) lists the duration of
studies as 4 years, with a credit value for the programme of 240 ECTS. The Cultural Industries
module (Semester 5) also has an incorrect credit allocation (6 rather than 3, the KTU website
confirms this error) which gives overall ECTS for the programme as 183.

The second cycle study programme in Composition and Performance of Electronic Music is a
1.5-year programme of 90 ECTS. This credit is constituted of study field (music) courses, 84
ECTS; and free electives and optional courses, 6 ECTS. Studies across the first two semesters
are progressive, in the sense that courses in electronic music (composition and performance)
take place in each semester but with a progressively challenging curriculum. The second
semester sees the introduction of other specialisations, for example Virtual Music
Instruments, Composition for Cinema, TV and Computer Games. The final semester of study is
given over to the Final Degree Project. Annex 3 describes how course study learning outcomes
correlate to those of the overall programme.

The planned student workload for a semester is 800 hours (first and second cycle
programmes). The contact hours for each subject are 40% for both cycles. 100% of the
teachers at both cycles hold a scientific degree or are established artists. The second cycle
programme is taught for staff 50% of whom hold the position of Professor. The structure and
qualifications of teachers meet the legal requirements of Lithuania.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The study programmes at both first and second cycle level meet the general legal
requirements in Lithuania. The Expert Panel would have liked to have read more in the SER,
and heard more in the site visit meetings, of the rationale for the reductions in the programme
duration of the first cycle study programme in Music Technologies from 4 to 3 years, and the
implications that this reduction had on the overall programme learning outcomes. The errors
in Annex 1 (programme credits; module credit value) suggest that a compression of the
programme has occurred.

3.1.4. Evaluation of compatibility of aims, learning outcomes, teaching/learning and assessment
methods of the field and cycle study programmes

(1) Factual situation

The aims of the first cycle and the second cycle study programmes are presented in an
intelligible and concise way, detailing what students should achieve by completing them. They
are divided into 7 different categories (see above, 3.1.1). The SER, Annex 3 displays how the
achieved learning outcomes of a study course correlate with programme learning outcomes.
During the evaluation team’s site meetings it was clear that teachers are familiar with
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programme level learning outcomes, and follow the prescription of the matrices for teaching
and assessment.

KTU has an excellent website structure, which gives details of programme and study field
course aims, learning outcomes, and assessment methods for the music study field
programmes. The subject studies have a variety of teaching methods including lectures,
seminars and workshops. Learning outcomes are sufficiently detailed so that assessment is
purposeful and understood by the student. The assessment methods are wide-ranging and
relevant to the study field. Annual review of the programmes is undertaken by the Study
Programme Committee, in order to implement refinements to the subject studies offered. This
includes input from teaching staff, students and industry partners.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

Learning outcomes, teaching and assessment follow the principles of ‘constructive alignment’
(where all components in the teaching system - the curriculum and its intended outcomes,
the teaching methods used, the assessment tasks - are aligned to each other). There are an
appropriate range of teaching modes and assessments that ensures that students can
construct their own learning journey. There is scope for the programme to respond to
individual learner’s needs through specialisation.

The presentation of subject studies on the KTU website are not always consistent (for
example, the learning outcomes of Informatics 1 (P175B169) ‘ability to ..., Fundamentals of
Audio Technologies (H320B023) ‘is able to..., Basics of Sound Synthesis (H120B104) ‘get
familiar with ...") and there are some unfortunate (though minor) infelicities in English (for
example, History of the 20t Century Music (H320B006), summary: ‘The wide panorama of
contemporary music - the presentations of the various composers of the 20th century.
Extensive discography and related video records about modern music are to be used. The
analysis of musical compositions according to stylistic and technological methods. Analysis of
concreate stylistical waves, such us aleatoric, puantilism, concreate music.” KTU should make
these published materials consistent and error free.

3.1.5. Evaluation of the totality of the field and cycle study programme subjects/modules, which
ensures consistent development of competences of students

(1) Factual situation
Both first and second cycle study field programmes have a specialist musical emphasis.

Semesters 1 and 2 of the first cycle study programme in Music Technologies focus on general
studies and grounding in the fundamental knowledge of music technologies and acoustics;
Semesters 3 and 4 offer more advanced study in audio technologies and acoustics; music
production, arrangement, basics of sound synthesis, edition of music recordings and publicity
projects; Semesters 5 and 6 present more in-depth study of music recording, sound and video
production and cinema music. The final semester has a placement (traineeship) and is
devoted to the preparation of the final thesis. There is a logical and progressive development
of the intellectual and practical skills that will equip graduates for the labour market.

Semesters 1 and 2 of the second cycle study programme in Composition and Performance of
Electronic Music offers 4 ‘core’ modules in electronic music composition and performance plus
additional modules in cinema, computer games and media. Semester 3 is devoted to the
preparation of the final thesis. There is a logical and intensive training development of the
intellectual and practical skills that will equip graduates for the labour market.
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(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The first cycle study programme in Music Technologies has relevant level and content with a
good balance between general grounding in the fundamentals of the discipline, and the
development of industry-specific areas of expertise. The specialist focus of the programme is
in line with KTU ambitions and is relevant to the needs of the labour market. The theoretical
and practical depths are enough for second cycle study.

The second cycle study programme in Composition and Performance of Electronic Music has
relevant level and content with a focussed development on the artistic and technical needs of
those working in electronic music fields. The balance of subjects and the summative project
ensure the development of industry-specific areas of expertise. The specialist focus of the
programme is in line with KTU ambitions and is relevant to the needs of the labour market.
The theoretical and practical depths are enough for third cycle study.

In short, both the first cycle and the second cycle study programmes offer a balanced, logical,
practical and progressive development of competences, relevant to the needs of the labour
market.

3.1.6. Evaluation of opportunities for students to personalise the structure of field study
programmes according to their personal learning objectives and intended learning outcomes

(1) Factual situation

The amount of free-choice ‘elective’ credit in the first cycle study programme is 45 ECTS; the
amount of free-choice ‘elective’ credit in the second cycle study programme is 6 ECTS.

The first cycle study programme has the option of some bridging courses from other study
fields, that relate the interdisciplinary and technical focus of the programme (e.g.
mathematics, English language, IT). General university modules are available (18 ECTS). The
student is able to shape a free-choice final project; additional study modules and internships
are bespoke to the individual.

Although the majority of the second cycle study programme is formed of ‘core’ activities, this
situation is understandable given the specialised skills training that is needed and the small
student numbers on the programme. There are good options for the student to shape their
own learning within modules.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The students in the first cycle study programme have good possibilities to personalize their
studies. They have opportunities to pursue specialist areas of interest as they develop their
skills during the programme.

The students in the second cycle study programme have good possibilities to personalize their
education and shape their creative-musical personality (a significant programme learning
outcome).

Both the first and the second cycle study programmes strike a good balance between essential
‘core’ studies, and flexibility to accommodate individual student’s needs and curriculum
choices.
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3.1.7. Evaluation of compliance of final theses with the field and cycle requirements

(1) Factual situation

KTU has guidelines for preparation and defence of final degree projects. This and the Faculty’s
methodological requirements are described in the SER (p.17). Students may select from a
range of final projects approved by the Study Programme Committee (which may include
suggestions coming from social partners). Students prepare their project independently, and
this is assessed by a commission of a minimum 5 people. Final degree projects presented in
the years 2017-2019 are listed in the SER, Annex 4.

The topics for the first cycle Final degree projects give students the opportunity to develop
independently the skills acquired during the programme (for example, audio editing, field
recording, film soundtrack methodologies). The variety of topics confirms both the breadth
and depth of the programme learning and is appropriate to this level of study.

The topics for the second cycle Final degree projects are technological and research
orientated (for example, analysis of technological equipment and its creative application) or
have direct relationship to the artistic products of the degree (for example, a reflective
analysis of an electronic music work or its performance). The topics propose a high level of
ambition, appropriate to this level of study.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

There are clearly articulated procedures for the final thesis and its assessment in both first
and second cycle study programmes. Students are well prepared by the preceding subjects in
the first cycle study programme in Music Technologies to work independently in this
summative work, particularly given the laboratory-based approach adopted in music
recording, sound design and cinema music modules. This practically orientated teaching, in
‘laboratory’ settings, also prepares students in the second cycle study programme in
Composition and Performance of Electronic Music for their second-cycle thesis. The topics of
the final thesis in both cycles are appropriately challenging and inspiring to the students, and
relevant to the practical and intellectual challenges that they will encounter in the music
industry.

Strengths and weaknesses of this evaluation area:

(1) Strengths:

1. The alignment of the first and the second cycle study programmes aims and outcomes with
the industry requirements for music technologists and electronic music performers and
composers.

2. Opportunities for first and second cycle students to pursue individual interests and develop
specialisations within the music field.

(2) Weaknesses:

1. Inconsistent presentation of modules (learning outcomes etc.) on the KTU website.

2. Infelicities in English translations on the KTU website.

3. Lack of clarity (in the SER, not the website) over the duration of the programme, and overall
credit allocations.

13



3.2. LINKS BETWEEN SCIENCE (ART) AND STUDIES

Links between science (art) and study activities shall be assessed in accordance with the
following indicators:

3.2.1. Evaluation of the sufficiency of the science (applied science, art) activities implemented by
the HEI for the field of research (art) related to the field of study

(1) Factual situation

The sixteen teachers active in the first and the second cycle study programmes are
musicologists, artists (composers and performers), and sound engineers, and hold Master
level or doctoral degrees in their respective fields (SER, p.33). Annex 5 of the SER details their
major professional scientific and art achievements over the 3-year evaluation period. All are
recognized practitioners in their areas of specialisation, which are in turn pertinent to the
programmes being evaluated. Activities include publications, new works (compositions), live
performances, CDs and DVDs. Active in national and European professional associations,
European and international networks and platforms such as INTERREG, these teachers are
engaged in joint international scientific research projects with prestigious partner institutions
(SER, pp.19-20, 34). The close connections between research topics and courses suggest
research results are well integrated into the curriculum.

MOSTA, the Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre (current name -
STRATA), in its 2018 evaluation of research and experimental development, gave the music
field study programmes a score of 4, the highest within the Faculty of Social Sciences, Arts and
Humanities. The evaluation noted teachers’ nationally and internationally published
monographs, participation in international scientific conferences worldwide, prestigious
national cultural and scientific awards, the international dimension of doctoral studies, and
extensive participation in artistic activities (concerts, festivals, film...) (SER, p.19).

Strong relationships exist with a broad array of external partners, be they cultural,
educational, media or in the music industries (music recording, sound studios, radio,
television, etc.): the leading actors in the field collaborate with the programmes and lecture to
students (SER, p.20).

The university encourages teachers’ participation in specific research groups, while also
making it possible for them to engage in independent research, a fact much appreciated by
teachers in the first and second cycle study programmes (Site visit, meeting with teachers).
KTU’s mission is to provide “research-based studies of the international level” (SER, p.4),
although neither the SER nor the site visit indicated a music-specific research strategy for the
two programmes evaluated here.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

The teachers in KTU’s first and second cycle music programmes are nationally and
internationally recognized for their art activities and research and contribute to developing
the field while enhancing the curricular offer. From academic to applied scientific research,
partners range from international institutions of higher education to key actors in the
Lithuanian cultural sector and music industries. KTU is the country’s acknowledged leader for
training in music production, and teachers’ links to both culture and music industries furnish
students with strong opportunities to integrate knowledge and experience of innovative
artistic and cutting-edge technological research into the learning process.

Research and art activities by teaching staff are strong and are integrated into the teaching
process; teachers’ cooperation with cultural and scientific partners nationally and
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internationally is of the highest standard. KTU would, however, benefit from clarifying its
overall strategy as to the specific role of research and art activities within the first and second
cycle music programmes.

3.2.2. Evaluation of the link between the content of studies and the latest developments in
science, art and technology

(1) Factual situation

KTU’s Music Technologies programme (the first cycle), though recent, remains unique in
Lithuania, and as such its graduates hold key positions within the Lithuanian music industry,
in major cultural venues, organisations, radio and television (site visit, meeting with
students). The first cycle programme as well as the second cycle programme Composition and
Performance of Electronic Music are both rooted in research and best practice (SER, Annex 5,
and pp.33-34). Technological aspects of the programmes are curated and taught by active
teacher-practitioners as well as sound directors and technicians from well-known Lithuanian
musical companies. This input is critical in allowing studies to integrate the rapid nature of
market changes (SER, p.33). Second cycle students benefit from renowned teacher-artist-
creators active in a variety of performance sectors and media. Technology-based teaching
integrates the latest software and acoustic programmes (SER, p.20). Site visit meetings with
teachers and students confirmed facilities being well adapted to programmes and to the
relevance for these programmes of being integrated into a technological university (Site visit
meetings with teachers and students).

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

KTU’s first and second cycle music programmes integrate the latest technological innovations
and benefit from a teaching staff composed of leading professionals in the field. This ongoing
collaboration between academic training and professional practice ensures cutting-edge
programmes, up to date with artistic and industry trends.

The content of the first and second cycle study programmes is well managed and the latest
artistic, scientific, and technical developments are fully integrated into these.

3.2.3. Evaluation of conditions for students to get involved in scientific (applied science, art)
activities consistent with their study cycle

(1) Factual situation

During their studies, first cycle students in Music Technologies participate in numerous
“practical” activities, working in sound recording studios, concert sound companies, as sound
directors in theatres, and 60% of diploma theses are defended based on these experiences
(SER, p.20).

Second cycle students in Composition and Performance of Electronic Music are encouraged to
realise their final art projects in public, the one example cited being a sound installation
realised by KTU students and composers in December 2020 at Kaunas Artist’ House (SER,
p-20). During the site visit, the Panel met a second cycle student who had been accepted into
the prestigious one-year electronic music course at IRCAM in Paris (Site visit, meeting with
students).

Nevertheless, KTU does not appear to be fully convinced of the value of instilling a research
mindset in students of the second cycle study programmes of Music Technologies and
Composition and Performance of Electronic Music, although clearly much of the training is
technologically innovative and benefits from leading practitioners, for whom research and
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artistic activities go hand in hand (SER, Annex 5). Academic, research and career mentoring
exist at KTU, however during the site visit, students didn’t appear to be aware of the research
mentoring option (Site visit, meeting with students); further, KTU itself suggests research
mentoring may not be relevant for either programme, given that both programmes are “more
practical and not focused on research” (SER, p. 27). The SER does however indicate an
increase in academic mentors to 13 in the two programmes in 2019-20, up from 11 (SER,
p.27).

There appears to be some confusion as to the distinction between scholarship and research:
students appeared to consider problem-solving as equivalent to research (site visit, meeting
with students). Nevertheless, titles of final project papers listed for the first cycle study
programme Music Production suggest a scientific research approach to questions posed in the
field (SER, Annex 4).

The SER cites periodic scientific/artistic/practical conferences involving teachers and
students (SER, p.20), however the one example given of “Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts
in Modern Society 2020” appears quite general.

(2) Expert judgement/indicator analysis

Students’ applied science and art activities in both first and second cycle music field
programmes at KTU benefit from close links with the profession and extensive professional
opportunities of the highest standard, although the SER documents this almost exclusively for
the first cycle Music Technologies programme. Clearly, one of KTU’s greatest strengths is the
high quality of the teaching staff's own research and innovative professional practice, and
opportunities afforded students for hands-on internships with national cultural and creative
arts organisations and media.

While site visit meetings indicate the concept of research is not always well understood by
students, first cycle final thesis titles suggest fine, cutting-edge examples of scientific (applied
science) activities. There is only one example given of a final project in the second cycle, albeit
an impressive one; additional evidence as to the high level of artistic achievement in this
course is suggested by the acceptance of a second cycle student in the highly competitive and
prestigious IRCAM electronic music programme. While recognizing that the number of
students in the second cycle Composition and Performance of Electronic Music programme is
very small and that the programme is very recent, the Panel finds it is difficult to judge results
of second cycle artistic activities with so few examples.

The Panel recommends that KTU clarify the distinction between scholarship and research,
and that it defines a subject-specific research (applied science, art activities) strategy for first
and second cycle students of Music Technologies and Composition and Performance of
Electronic Music. Such a strategy could greatly serve to enhance these programmes.
Opportunities for joint activities (research, projects, conferences, etc.) involving students and
teachers need to be affirmed. The Panel recommends formally integrating interdisciplinary
collaboration between the first and second cycle study programmes, thereby strengthening
yet further student participation in scientific and artistic activities.

Strengths and weaknesses of this evaluation area:

(1) Strengths:
1. Scientific research by KTU teaching staff in both first and second cycle study programmes is
of the highest standard and has been recognized as such by MOSTA; teachers’ artistic
activities are highly visible and valued by leading Lithuanian professional cultural
organisations.
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2. Applied science and art activities by KTU teachers relate directly to and are fully integrated
into the first and second cycle study programmes.

3. Close links to external partners, many of whom are graduates of KTU, re-enforce the
proximity and practice of cutting-edge technological and artistic innovation, be it in the first
cycle or second cycle programme.

4. Student internships and work opportunities with external partners nourish student final
theses and projects, and lead to employment following graduation.

(2) Weaknesses:

KTU needs to develop a clear, subject-specific research strategy for both Music Technologies
and Composition and Performance for Electronic Music, one which distinguishes research from
scholarship.

3.3. STUDENT ADMISSION AND SUPPORT
Student admission and support shall be evaluated according to the following indicators:

3.3.1. Evaluation of the suitability and publicity of student selection and admission criteria and
process

(1) Factual situation

The admission procedure for music field study programmes (Music Technologies, the first
cycle; and Composition and Performance of Electronic Music, the second cycle) is described on
KTU websites in both Lithuanian and English at https://admissions.ktu.edu/. An explicit
description of entrance examination procedures for Music Technologies is available in LAMA
BPO system at https://bakalauras.lamabpo.lt/international-and-eu-students/list-study-

programmes/.

Admission to Music Technologies, the first cycle study programme, is organized by the
Association of Lithuanian Higher Education Institutions LAMA BPO and it is conducted in two
stages: the first is via the Internet, the second is a competition for the remaining state-funded
and non-funded vacancies.

Applicants to the first cycle study programme Music Technologies must possess a Maturity
Certificate. The admission score is calculated according to the entrant’s data of school leaving
certificate and entrance exam score *1.0. Extra points for other activities or achievements can
be added when calculating the competitive score, such as winning national and international
competitions (from 0.5 to 2.5 extra points), participation in national or international youth
volunteer work (0.25 extra point), having passed Musicology exam (0.15 x exam’s evaluation
grade) etc. (SER, p.21).

Admission to the second cycle study programmes is organized by KTU. Applicants to
Composition and Performance of Electronic Music need a Bachelor Degree in Arts and a proof
of English level B2. The admission score is calculated as follows: entrance exam * 07 +
research activities * 0.2 + the coefficient of evaluation of the entrant’s motivation * 0.1. Extra
points can be added for any of these three criteria (0.5 extra point each; and no more than 1.5
altogether): second foreign language at level B2 at least, partial studies in foreign higher
education institution (24 ECTS or more), completed talent development program at higher
education institution (e.g. KTU GIFTed talent academy). (SER, p.21)

The first cycle study programme Music Technologies’ student numbers vary from 11 in 2018
to 18 in 2019. The second cycle study programme Composition and Performance of Electronic
Music’s student numbers varies from 3 in 2019 to 4 in 2017.
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